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. Livestock and poultry raising and dairying are the most mportant‘_farming:
-getivities in San Juan County; /There were 67 gensral livestotk. farms, 30
. dairy fams and. 10.poultry. farms specializing in the animal.industries-ih 1951;?
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snorof livestock or péult¥y:or animal préducts such as milk, eream, -eggs and wool,
- Live ca‘btle ‘and calves are the.leading: smgle type of farm commodity sold,

. ... Eggs’ are second .in-importance and:sheep, lambs:and wool are third, -The valué
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.3 of all 'livestock-and:livestock productsysold:in 2954 was aboub %h'.’,&b 0

4 .;-;-;Nearly ‘all the islands are used for some form of livestock raising but--San
-QJuan and ]:opez Islands contam most of the county 'a cattle, sheep, hogs and
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The general trend for ‘all- uvestock d oult.ry h een one:of  expanding
value and larger gross returns from s 135-‘. The inventory v ._lLe-f.x.£ - all

Total Value of San Juan cwnty Mvépgqck: $948,1.25
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livestock and ponltry- kept on farms has gone up nearly LO percent since 1950,

Total value of all livestock reached $94B,000 in 195L compared with $675,000
in 10L0Q Most of the goin has haon in heef pattle which have zone un from ;lnﬂ
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to 1,900 head, Since 1939 there has been an increase in value of dairy pro-
duction but a decline in mmbers of dairy cattle, Compared with 1939, there

have been declines im numbers of chickens, turkeys and horses and gains in
ghaep and hogs kept on farma
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Cattle: 3Beef and Dairy Fam:i.ng;

Beef and dairy oattle, ’arn maior aources of farm dncome in n Juan County
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and make up a m.a:jor part of the assessed value of farm proper'ty. Cattle are
raised on nearly three-fourths of all the farms and cattle of all types account
for about two-thirds of the total valus of all livestock. . Beef and dairy herds
are generally small averaging less than 20 head per farm. San Juan Island has
the hrgest cattle population, approximating 2, 000 head. Lopéz Island, to-
gether with Decatur, Shaw and Blakely Islands', has approximately 1,800 head,

Oreas.and the northern district islands have about 1,100 head.

"~ Beginning in the Werld War II years when demands for beef were heavy,
there was considerable change-over from dairying to beef farming. ILack of
labor for dairying and smaller requirements for labor in beef raising was a
factor in the change. Beef cattle were increased from a low of 200 head in

clined from 3,400 head in 1939 to a low of 2,100 head in 1957.

Table 20.~ Cattlée on Farms
. _ San Juen County, 1939-1958

Year | 411 Cattle | Beef Cattle | Dairy Cattle
, {head) {head) {head)
1939 3,600 200 3,400
19h0 3,700 300 3,400 -
- 1911 L,000 - 600 3,400
9h2|  L,300 700 }. 3,600
1943 4,600 1,100 3,500
15hh 4,300 900 3,hoo
1945 3,900 . 800 3,100
1946 3,400 : 300 3,100
LoAshT{ 3,400 300 3,100
- 1948 3,400 © 200 3,200
9h9 1. 3,500 | - 400 3,100
1950°. 3,700 400 3,300
1951]  L,000 600 3,400
1952 3,900 800 3,100
1953 5,000 | 1,700 - 3,300
195h, L1, 900 . 1,900 3,000
1955 | hy100 2,100 |- 2,000
"1956 3,900 | 1,500 . 2,000
1957 3,800 1,700 2,100
1558 3,700 1,L00 2,300

Source: U,.S,D.A,, AMS, Agric, Estlmates Divn,
State of Washington
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Daity farmers, vwhile decreaaing uﬁ.’lk" ‘oo mzmbera ‘ have increased milk
production. ’Dairymen changecf 'over to dre fluid mlk sales sterting ih-the

Ve mwsanic - mmaa -J......

7 Many dau'ymen ‘have gbandoned horie' separation of: Fluid-milk and farm churning

- of butter, - The volumé of* whole milk sold reached.a peak of 950,720 pounds
"during 19*511. “About 20 major ‘dadry Fartis speclallzed 1n fluid mlk whlle about

60 farms sold cream in 1954.

Table 21,- Dairy Products Sold From Farms = "
San Juan Cmmty, 1939-195h

A CigE o

Whole M:le Soid | .5 Cream Sold .| . Butter Sold -

- (pounda) (dol]ars) (pounds? {doilara) | (pounds) (dollarsla_
,’1939 3823710} 11480 | - 2823510 - :1.1,1,255-.' 1,528 hSo R

= 39Uy | f90;270 | 19,610, |2kl 9201 1h6;950 | M .
1949 | BL5ST69 | . 365260 . 169,916“ 1075320 | A~ : NA’ e
-195L | 950,720 | 39,51;@ 62;125 § 33,305 | NA M
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Poultry and eggs are . aecqnd tmca‘btle raising in San Juan County. About
one~fourth of all farms kept poultry.in 195k and s0ld eggs, broilers er live
poultry. - Poultry Ffarming is generally distributed over the larger islands and
most operations:are:medium-sized:averaging about 150:chickens per farm flock, .
There were about’ 60 eégg-laying. fiocks in the islands in 195k producing eggs
for sales totalingﬁ%,h .. _HEa,w ging broilers was' a-specialty on 5 farms and
total production inm 195L was 67,000 commercial birds, valued at $54,600. The
poultry industry, with the exception of turkeys, has been relatively stable
since 1939, with egg: production ranging fram 190,000 to 267 000 dozen pexr year,
The broiler industry: expanded in-the 195015, Turkey raising dropped drasti-
cally from 9,000 bird_s in 1939 to : less than 300 in 1951;.

Table 22.- Chickens, Egg Production, Turkeys
ban Juan bounty, .L9j‘}-wbu N

g Chi'ckena- Egg Produc'b:l.on Turkeys Rais'ed
, rear muT Lﬂ_.rds) 4L dezens) . T tﬁ...rds\
i~1939 26 861 ~266 787 : 9,005

Cookh o 2lol7o | 194,360 . | .. 75306 .
"2949 120,123 191,075 g._/ 1.0 182

,1?514'; zu,?'ts‘s‘; ‘232,590 y 283‘

../ Eggs ‘sgld by farmers; does not s.nclnde eggs
¢ conaumed ‘on: farms. R o ,
S Swrce..‘ U. S, Cenaus, Aﬂcul
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Total Value of Poultry and Poultry Products.Sold
: in 1954 - $157,940

Turkeys, ducks
A othf’:" o%oum-y

Figure 11,- Divisions of San Juan County Boultry Industry
- By Products Sold in 195k
(Based on U.S, Census, Agriculture)

Sheep .
Sheep raising has been a popular type of livestock farming for 100 years
in the San Juan Islands. Since the inbtreduction of sheep by Hudson's Bay Come

pany in 1859 this industry has spread to most of the islands, The ccunty is
one of the state's leaders in sheep. A moderate climate without excessive

rainfall, lack of predatory animals and generally good conditions for pasture

growth have made sheep raising sueccessful on both the emall and large islands.
in recent years there has been a slight, decline in numbers, dropping from

- 11,742 head in 19L9 to 8,620 in 195k, Since 1920 the sheep population in the

islands has ranged from 7,400 to nearly 12,000 head. Sheep are in small
flocks averaging about 80 to 90 head per farm. The anmual lamb erop exceeds
2,400 head. Over 100 or about one-third of all San Juan County farms keep
sheep for cammercial lamb and wool production. Sheep are generally distrie
buted over the islands, but are concentrated on San Juan Island where over
44000 head are kept on abeut LO farms., There are about 2,000 head on Lopes
Island and 1,000 on Orcas Island, The smaller islands such as Waldron, Shaw,
Decatur, Blakely, Sucia, Henry and Stuart have a total of about 600 head,

Hogs

Hogs bave declined from 1,800 head in 1945 to about 1,000 in 1954, About
80 farms kept hogs in 195) ard 50 of these sold them commercially, Hogs have
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long beer a sideliné on *ﬁairy~*£ams whera*t.hey are féd- skiffméd milk from cresm
Beparators and also given ra€idns &f }.ocally #aised barley, wheat and corn,

With a recent decline in farm separating of milk, it has become less profitable N

to feed Logs on dailry farms which ship ‘fiuid milk, There has &lsc besn a de-
cline in farm butchering and eiring pork for home use, Hogs are mainly raised
on Lopez and Shaw Islands where about 600 head were. kept in 1954 on about 50

farms. There were approximately 300 head kept on San Juan Island snd 100 head

on Orcas Island and its lesser fringing islands. ,

Ta.ble 23.- Hogs, Sheep, Horsea and’ Mules
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: Yeaz:' (head) | (haad)"‘: (hea‘d)
Tig3e ] | 7,398 | son
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Horses
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sharply in the last 20 years.. Traotors, t:‘ucks and other mach.mes ha.ve rom
placed these animals. In 1920 horaes ‘numbered 1,100 head and they were-kept
as essential livestock on nearly ev ry_farm. By, 1939, horses were. down to 500
head and by Y95k they had deciaased’ to hly 85, head kept on L0 Tarms. Most
kept today are of the rid;mg ‘type érl’d_: goié are used in summer camps and riding
stables. Decrease of horsba.hade 'avaiiable extra pasture snd feed supplies

AP o -~ -~
for raising cattls and sheep. In 195k the Census found only 15 farmsg jin.the

islands using horses for work power. Bt

P
a ity P e Ayl e e gy

R Minor An:lmal Ligdustries - Goa'bs g'xg_ Animalg, Bees L el and b

.

f",.’ K

z_a.?: ._.,,A,,‘ féﬁ fa’rm""a"'{ : H‘é‘ve mj_no:{( a ‘ industriea ang] kegp gqats, rabbi'bg i‘q}'
- animais and’ bges. "Minor anim dustries returned lsss than $1,000 when last

by the Gensus m19§b;_ T,he‘};gepmg of gpats was limii‘.ed to, 21;, farms

; """’,\Ch had a »-;?4-..1 Gﬁ 1’5‘_ ‘quo‘;m"f’* n-P +‘hnnn m:mo n-l'" 'H'm d.ai%‘v f;u 13-
f;r:g;bb&.ts wag, practiced o ‘1§  farms. 4 fur: farming has
on 3. minor e¢ale in recent years, The: Oensus of 19&9 found. .10, Parms
& a. total ‘of 86 }jppey was, produced mainly i‘or_‘fam ancf 1e¢.a1 use,.
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